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ADVERTISEMENT. 


II is the earneſt prayer of the Author of 
the following Diſcourſe, that its publication 
may be found to anſwer the intentions of thoſe 
very reſpectable names which ſolicited it, by 
leading every Reader to ſcrutinize conſcien- 
tiouſly, in the fight and by the law of GOD, 
the ruling principles of his own life and con- 
verſation, as the only ſure baſis of protection 
under the preſent impending dangers, 
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_ | Ezech. ix. 4, 5, 6. 


Aub Tus LORD AD unro uin, CO THROUCH THE 
'MIDST OF THE CITY, THROUGH THE MIDST OP 
JERUSALEM, AND SET A MARK UPON THE FORE- 
HEADS OF THE MEN THAT sen, AND THAT CRY 
rox ALL THE ABOMINATIONS THAT BE DONE 1N 

run MIDST THEREO?, 


AnD TO THE OTHERS HE SAID IN MINE HEARING, CO 

YE AFTER HIM THROUGH THE CITY AND sur; 
LET NOT YOUR EYE SPARE, NEITHER HAVE YE 
PITY 3 BUT COME NOT NEAR ANY MAN UPON WHOM 
Is THE MARK» | 


Tusk words are a part of the deſcription 
of an awful judgment exerciſed by the Loxp 
on Jeruſalem, as it was ſeen in viſion by the 
Prophet who records it. 


* 


The whole account runs thus — He cried alſo 
in mine cars with a loud voice, ſaying, Cauſe them 
that have charge over the city to draw near,* even 
every man with his deſtroying weapon in his hand. 

| And 

. What is here rendered, . Ceuce them that have charge over the city to draw 
near,” may be otherwiſe rendered, © The visitations of the city draw near," = 
implying a time of judgment and deſolstion; and this latter rendering 
ſecrus more agreeable to the tenor of what follows, in the ſame chapter. 


viduals. 


And behold six men came from the way of the higher 
gate which lieth towards the north, and every man a 
flaughter-weapon in his band; and one man among 


. them was clothed with linen, with a writer's ink-horn 


by his fide; and they went in, and ſtood beſide the 
brazen altar. And the glory of the Gop of Tsrael 
was gone up from the cherub whereupon he was, to the 
threshold of the house. And he called to the man 
clothed with linen, which had the writer's ink-horn by 


bis fide. And the Loxp said unto him, Go through 


the midſt of the city, through the midſt of Feruſalem, 
and cet a mark upon the foreheads of the men that ſigh, 
and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the 
midſt thereof. And to the others be faid in mine 
hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and mite; 
let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity; ſlay 
utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, 
end women ; but come not near any man upon whom is 
the mark. 9 

A few obſervations on this extraordinary and 
awful viſion of the Prophet will not, I truſt, 
be either unſuitable or unedifying on the preſent 
folemn occaſion, when we are aſſembled (now 
for the 5seventh time) to humble ourſelves before 
the Aluichrr, under a ſenſe of our fins, and 
to avert the terrible judgments which threaten 
our deſtruction, both as a people and as indi- 


And 


2 

And firſt — from the above account of the Pro- 
phet's Viſion it is manifeſt, that all judgments, 
whether public or private ; all calamities and 
diſtreſſes, whether affecting nations or indi- 
viduals; are both under the view and under 
the controul of an all-merciful and all-wiſe 
Providence ; and further, that they are all 
grounded in ſome ſecret inviſible cauſe, which 
reſpects the connection or non- connection of 
man with his Goo, according as he is obedient 
or diſobedient to the divine law. 


For what the Prophet ſaw, he ſaw in viſion, 
that is to ſay, in the ſpirit, and not in the 
body. His ſpiritual eye was opened to pene- 
trate through the dark cruſt of this material 
orb, and contemplate what was tranſacting in 
the upper regions of the inviſible world. He 
was not of the number of thoſe hold infidels at 
this day, who deny the exiſtence of that world 
nor yet of thoſe weak Christians who doubt it, 
and who through doubt ſet it at a distance: but 
he was convinced by the teſtimony of his 
ſenſes, both that there is another world, and 
that it is near and at hand, being in the cloſes? 
conmefion and moſt open communication with this 
world : he was convinced yet further, by the 
ſame ſure teſtimony, that that other world is 


not an empty world of ſhadows only, as ſome are 
thoughtleſs 


8 


— — 


thoughtleſs enough to ſuppoſe, but that it is a 
world full of realities, and that in thoſe realities, 
as in their proper and living ſources, originate 
all the moſt wonderful phenomena, the grandeſt 
movements, and the moſt intereſting tranſac- 
tions, manifeſted either in the form of good or 
evil, of the bleſſing or the curſe, in this lower 
world- of nature. For it was at a time, when 
the eyes of his ſpirit were miraculouſly opened 
to ſee into that world, that he there aQually 
beheld the firſt awful preparations making for 
the deſtruction ot his native city and country, 
long before the event itſelf came to paſs. He 
ſaw alſo, that this event was not a thing of 
chance or accident, neither was it determined 
by the natural, or by the political character of 
his countrymen ; it was alike unconnected with 
their riches, their greatneſs, their talents and 
their courage ; becauſe it was an event depen- 
dant only on their fear of the Gop who had 
choſen them for his people, and was therefore 
to be directed by this eternal and righteous 
law, If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the 
good of the land; but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall 
be devoured with the ſword.* 
We may learn from theſe conſiderations much 
intereſting information reſpecting the judgments 
| and 


* Ifaiah I, xix. 20. 
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and calamities, which we are this day met to 
deplore and deprecate. Could we open our 
eyes, as the Prophet's were opened, to look 
into the invifible world of cauſes, we ſhould be 
inſtructed, as he was, concerning the origin of 
all efefs here below, and ſhould be enabled to 
ſee clearly, that the dreadful ſtorms of trouble, 
which are now deſolating the kingdoms of the 
earth, were both foreſeen and provided for. 
We ſhould diſcover that the ſix men, with their 
flaug hier- weapon in their hands, who are now going 
about through the world, have received their 
appointment, and that every ſtroke of their 
weapons is directed by an eternal law of divine 
foreſight. We ſhould diſcover yet further, 
that the deſtruction hath its cauſe, and that 
this cauſe is from a ſpiritual origin, and this 
origin is Sin. The /laughter-weapon therefore 
is but an inſtrument in the hands of a principal, 
infinitely more terrible than itſelf. For the 
principal is rebellion againſt the MOST HIGH; 
rejection of the couſels of the eternal truth, in 
heart, if not in profeſſion, but often in both; 
a conſequent profligacy and diſſipation of 
manners ; a bold and careleſs indifference about 
crimes, only ſo far as they expoſe the criminal 
to the penalties inflicted by civil judicatures ; 
in ſhort, an impious declaration in principle 
(though poſſibly prudence may reſtrain from 

B expreſſing 


10 
expreſſing it in words) that the Creator of the 
world is altogether an indifferent ſpectator of 
its concerns. Thus the deſtruction which now 
threatens us, is a double deſtruction; it is the 
deſtruction both of our bodies and of our ſouls; 
both of our temporal! and our eternal intereſts : 
It is a conteſt not of ſword only againſt ſword, 
or of the ambition and political intrigue of 
one Court agpinſt another; but it is a conteſt 
of eternal principles; of mind againſt mind, and 
opinion againſt opinion, touching things of 
the- moſt momentous, . becauſe everlaſting con- 
cern to man: For it is a conteſt of the folly: 
which rejects a GOD; againſt the wiſdony 
which acknowledges him; of the inſanity: 
which ſays with deliberate: blaſphemy, © The 
LORD hal} not ſer, neither. ſhalt: the GOD of Jacob 
regard, againſt that ſobriety of evangelical 
faith which replies, with the affection of a 
devout confidence, He that planted the ear, ſhall 
he not hear? Os ones 8 
ſte? * 
Fog further — The Prophet in his Viſion had 
ot only a view of the deſtroyers and of the 
coli met of deſtruction which were coming 
on his unhappy country, but he had alſo a view 


of the proviſion made of the Mosr Hrcn for 
arenas 


* Pſalm xciy. 9. 
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ſecurity and deliverance : for thus he writes, 
Behold one man among them was clothed with linen, 
with a writer's ink-horn by his ſide; and the Lon o 
called to this man, and ſaid unto him, Go through the 
mid of the city, through the midſt of Jeruſalem, and 
fet a mark upon the forebead of the men that figh, 
and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the 
midſt thereof: And it follows, that the deſtroyers 
were commanded of the LORD, Come not near 
any man upon whom is the mark. 


| How affecting is this account! but how full 
of conſolation, and how full at the ſame time 
of divine admonition and inſtruction! The 
mercy of the Mosr Hicn would not ſuffer a 
ringle hair of the head to periſh, of thoſe who feared 
him, and kept his commandments, In tne 
midſt of the moſt multiplied judgments, he 
remembered his everlaſting covenant of bleſſing 
and of protection eſtabliſhed with his choſen : 
he ſent forth therefore his Angel of deliver- 
ance, to mark them with the mark of diſcrimination, 
with the bleſſed, the diſtinguiſhing characters 
of his approbation and of his defence, that 
when the miniſters of deſtruction approached 
they might ſee the mark, and paſs by. 


And was the FarnER or Maxx thus watch- 
ful over his children in the days of old, to 
diſtinguiſh, and to protect, and ſhall He not 
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be alike watEhful in the preſent days? Is his 
mercy changed, or come to an end? Or is His arm 
ſhortened, that He cannot now ſave, as He did in 
times paſt? Surely neither religion, nor reaſon, 
nor common ſenſe will allow us to conclude ſo 
unfavourably and ſo falſely concerning the holy, 
the unchangeable GOD. No — He who ig the 
ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, cannot be 
unmindful of his covenant now, any more than 
he was formerly; and therefore the man clothed 
with linen, with a writer's ink-horn by his fide, is 
ſtill ſent forth before the deſtroyers, to ſet the 
Bleſſed mark of diſtinction and ſecurity on the. 
foreheads of the Righteous. 


But what do I ſay? or rather what do I ſee ? 
Behold, whilſt I am now ſpeaking, the holy 
inviſible Meſſenger of diſcrimination and ſalva- 
tion from the great Jenovan is at work through- 
out the world! Behold, he approaches near to 
the borders of our own land ! He advances with 
ſolemn ſteps towards ourſelves! He enters 
even into the ſacred Houſe of our preſent 
Aſſembly, and already his diſcerning eye hath 
penetrated with its piercing fight into the 
inmoſt receſſes of all our ſpirits, where he fixes 
or refuſes to fix the ſalvation-marł according to 
what he finds there, or finds wanting! But 
how is he aſtoniſhed and grieved to diſcover, 

| | that 


13 
that ſome amongſt us are utterly unprepared 
for his coming, and even diſpoſed to doubt and 
disbelieve it! How is he aſtoniſhed and grieved 
to find, that profligacy, folly, vanity, and 
thoughtleſſneſs, more than any concern about 
our abominations, or our dangers, have taken pos- 
seſſion of many hearts, and that ſo far from 
being qualified to receive the protecting impres- 
ion of our GOD, in theſe terrible days of judg- 
ment and deſolation, we are careleſsly taking 
the contrary ſtamp of our corruptions, and thus 
printing on our foreheads the characters of 


death, when the ALmicnTy was willing to have 
printed the characters of Jife ! " 


Let it not be thought enthuſiaſm, or any 
departure from the. ſobriety of evangelical 
truth, to believe, that the man clothed with linen, 
with the writer's in- horn by his ſide, is thus going 
forth through the world at this day, as he did 
in days of old, and that in his judicial capacity 
He thus approaches and inſpects each of us 
individually. It can never be enthuſiaſm to 
believe what the Word of Gop teſtifies, nor 
can there be any danger in ſuch belief. The 
danger is, leſt being Blinded by our paſſions, and 
aſſenting to nothing but the teſtimony of our ſenſes, we 
ſhould refuſe to admit the evidence of the 
eternal truth reſpecting the powers of the in- 

viſible 


— — 
* — 


viſible world, their continual nearneſs to us, 
and the conſtancy and uniformity. of their 
operations in ourſelves, and in every thing 
around -us. Had this danger been. ſeen and 
rightly guarded againſt, I will be bold to ſay, 
we ſhould never have witneſſed the calamities 


which at preſent threaten the deſtruction of 


Chriſtendom and of the world. Had Chriſtians 
been wiſe, according to the wiſdom of their 
Bibles, to keep the eyes of their minds ever 
open to, and looking on the man clothed with 


inen, with the writer's ink-horn by his fide, coming 


to impreſs the holy mark of preſervation, they 
might then have reſted in the comfortable 


' ſecurity, that the ſix men with their flaughter- 


weapons in their hands would never have gone 
forth to deſolate the earth. But the misfortune 
is, (for the truth, howſoever melancholy, ought 
not to be concealed) the misfortune, I ſay, is, 
that Chriſtendom has fallen, even with the 
Bible'in her hands, into a dreadful ſtate of 
infidelity reſpecting the contents of the Holy 
Book; and the preſent unparalleled calamities, 
under which ſhe groans, are at once the 
miſerable fruits and the manifeſt proofs of 
her unfaithfulneſs: Departing with her affections 


from the wiſdom and order of the Mosr H1cs 


Gov, as made known in His Word, ſhe de- 


parted at the ſame time from the bleſſings of 
ons | the 


15 
the divine preſence and the ſecurities of the 


divine power, with which that wiſdom and 


order are ever connected and encompaſſed: 
and falling, of inevitable conſequence, under 
the guidance and government of her own ſelf- 
derived intelligence, which ſhe had the wicked- 
neſs and the folly to ſubſtitute in the place of 
revealed truth, ſhe plunged from that inſtant 


down the 'precipice of her ruin; until ſhe 


reached by degrees the deep abyſs -of her pre- 
ſent miſeries, which are the natural and 
necessary offspring and tormentors of human 
abilities, talents and ſcience, when ſeparated 
from their divine original. May it be our 
wiſdom. to take warning, ere it be too late, 
from the ſad example before our eyes! May 
the ſlaughter-weapon now plunged in the boſom 
of Chriſtendom be our awful inſtructor, that 
the Word or Gop alone contains and conveys 
the principles of human: ſecurity, and that all 
that is called great, and wiſe, and excellent 
amongſt men, if it be. not in ſome connection 
with the eternal life and order derived from 
that eternal Word, does but ſharpen the edge of the 


5 55 weapon ds d:ftruition, by multiplying crimes, and 


thus generating its own death, according to 
the degree of its fancied greatneſs, wiſdom and 


excellence ! ! May the man clothed with linen be 
further 


* 
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further both our inſtruftor and comforter, by 
convincing us that the limit of judgment is 
preciſely defined, and that as we can only periſh 
by truſting in ourſelves more than in Goo, and 
exalting our own folly above his divine Worp, 
ſo, whenſoever we are wile to paſs this boun- 
dary of the region of deſolation and death, by 
fubmitting ourſelves to be taught of the 
Aluichrr, We ſhall enter into the bleſſed land 
of protection and life, where the weapon of 


\ ſlaughter is under the controul of this eternal 


and righteous law, Come not near any man on whom 
7s the mark. | | 
But further — the enlightened Prophet was 


not only permitted to ſee the future deſtroyers 
of his country, and alſo the man who was to make 


the mark of ſalvation, but he was permitted like- 


wiſe to ſee the quality of this mark, or what it 


was which the mark implied, for thus it is 


written, Set a mark upon the foreheads of 
* the men, that ſigh, and that cry for all the 
«© abominations that be done in the midſt of the city.” © 


Permit me to call your moſt awakened atten- 
tion to this quality of the mark, becauſe, as there 
is every reaſon to believe that the man clothed with 
linen is at this day going forth through our 
land, as he went formerly through the land of 
Judza, to mark the foreheads of ſuch as are 

| worthy, 
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worthy, ſo there is every reaſon to believe 
further, that the mark will be ſtamped accord- 
ing to the ſame rule of diſtinction, viz. upon 
the foreheads of thoſe only, that ſigh, and that 
cry for all the abominations that be done in the midſt” of 
the city. 
But what ſhall we ſay is implied in this dis- 
tinction, that figh, and that cry for all the abomina- 
tions that be done in the midſt of the city? The 
words are certainly plain enough to be under- 
ſtood, ſo that none can poſſibly miſconceive or 
misinterpret them, but ſuch as are willing to 
ſhut their eyes againſt the truth, and abide in 
darkneſs. For to figh and to cry for abominations, 
manifeſtly implies theſe three things, firſt, 
that through the grace and wiſdom of God, we 
carefully and conſcientiouſly note, both in ourſelves 
and in the world about us, every abominable 
thing which is contrary to Gop, ſuch as our 
natural pride and covetouſneſs; our ſenſualities ; 
our love of pleaſure more than of Gop ; our 
love of ourſelves more than of our neighbour ; 
our coldneſs, reſerve, and inconſiſtency in 
God's ſervice, whilſt the world and the fleſh 
always find us warm, active and ſteady in their 
ſervice; in ſhort, all our diſorders and all our 
follies, as made known to us by the pure and 


holy law of Jesus Carsr; for until theſe 
j C things 


18 
things be noted, and noted attentively, it is im- 
poſſible we ſhould either gh or cry for them. 
Secondly, it implies, that when the abominable 
thing, by ſerious conſideration and examina- 
tion, is thus diſcovered and noted, it ſhould 
further be held in abhorrence and deteſted ; it ſhould 
not be looked at with indifference ; but it ſhould 
excite a juſt horror and ſerious concern, both as to 
its heinouſneſs and its conſequences. And 
thirdly, it implies, that when the abominable 
thing is thus both ſeen and felt, we ſhould then 
lift up our voices, againſt it; we ſhould cry 
mightily unto the Ownieorent for help; we 
ſhould not reſt ſatisfied under a ſight and ſenſe 
of the abomination, but we ſhould pour out what 


the Apoſtle calls prayers and supplications with 


strong cryimg and tears, to the GREAT REDEEMER, * 
for its remedy and removal. 


Behold 


* The Author wiſhes to lay particular ſtreſs upon the divine object of 
Prayer and 5upplication here pointed at, viz. the GAAAT Revegwss, 
becauſe there is too much reaſon to apprehend, that this high and holy 
being, whoſe name is J=svs Cuaisr, is. not immediately approached at 
this day, by the generality of chriſtians, as the supreme and ole object of 
worſhip and adoration, But is not this neglect to be reckoned as one 
amongſt the many abominations in the midit of the city, which call more 
eſpecially for our gig and cries at this hour of diſtreſs and danger? For 
if Jesus Cur1sT be one with the eternal FaTuzx ; if he dwells in the 
Father, and the FArumR in him; if all who have Seen him, have gern the 
FaTHER ; and if no man cometh to the FA TEN but by (or through) Aim; then 
how plain is it to ſee, that in immediately approaching to Jzsvs Curigr 
in worſhip, we approach unto the Father at the ſame time; but if we do not 

=p approach 
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Behold here the bleſſed mark of diſtinction, 
which is the declared ſecurity from the Gop of 
Heaven, againſt the deſtruction both of nations 
and of individuals! Behold therefore the one 
thing needful for the protection of ourſelves and 
of our country, againſt the ruin which our 
implacable enemies at preſent meditate! The 
queſtion of defence doth not turn upon any 
national advantages we may enjoy, either reſpect- 
ing our numbers, our courage, our ſituation, 
our reſources, or our former ſucceſſes, for in 
regard to theſe and like dependencies we may 
adopt the language of ancient wiſdom, and 
ſay ſtill, there is no restraint to the Loxp to save by 
many or by few. The queſtion doth not even 
turn upon our national religion, if by national 
religion we underſtand a mere /ip-assent to the 
doctrines of, revelation, and a mere verbal con- 
festion of faith grounded in ſuch aſſent; for it 
is poſſible, and every day's experience demon- 
ſtrates the ſad poſſibility, that a man may repeat 
a national creed, and yet have no religion; he 

| | may 


approach immediately unto Jxsus Cuz1sT, wecan then have no accels to, or 
communication with the inviſible FaTauz« ! | 

May every reader be led to ſerious examination of himſelf on this 
important ſubje&, that ſo he may diſcover whether he be wiſely entering 
through the Doo into the 5heep-ſold, or be raſhly and ignorantly attempting 
to climb up 5ome other way ! 
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may even have the mark of a national faith ſtamped 
on his infant forchead by the minister of baptism, 
and yet may be without the mark of a saving faith 
ſtamped on his adult forehead by the man clothed 
. wwithilinen. But the queſtion of defence, accord- 
ing to the deciſion of the eternal God, reſts | 
here— How are we affected reſpecting national 
and individual fin? Do we sib and cry for our 
public and private abominations? I do not 
aſk concerning that gloomy melancholy, the child 
of worldly diſappointment and peeviſh chagrine, 
which ſome, alas! miſtake for evangelical con- 
trition. Neither do I aſk concerning that 
ſpirit of harsh judgment, generated by a ſecret 
but defiled ſelf-love, which is too often diſpoſed 
to paſs ſevere cenſure on the condu of others, 
without examining its own : Nor yet do I aſk 
concerning that transitory tear of ſorrow for 
fin, which is ſometimes excited more by the 
immediate penalties of tranſgreſſion, than by 
compunct ion of conscience, and sense of guilt before 
f Gov. But J aſk, (becauſe it is the enquiry of 
f the Almighty himſelf) and I call upon every 
"4 | one who now hears me to aſk alſo, concerning 
| the genuine ſpirit of gospel penitence and of gospel = 
þ piety, how far it is our's, or not our's? I aſk 
* therefore concerning that humble and contrite heart, 
1 which is impreſſed with a deep and feeling 
; | - | ſenſe 
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ſenfe of the nature, the extent, and the terrible 
malignity of offences againſt a Hoy Gop, and 
which, in conſequence of that ſenſe, earneſtly 
implores pardon, purification and -deliverance, 
The enquiry therefore is virtually this — Have 
we any religion, or have we no religion? For 
if we have w fight, no ſenſe; no horror at, 10 
deteſtation of, thoſe abominations, thoſe anti- 
chriſtian principles and practices in the world, 
which are contrary to the word and the holineſs 
of Jesvs Cuxrsr, we may then take it for an 
undeniable truth, that as yet we have uo religion; 
as yet, let our profeſſion be what it will, we do 
not believe the Goſpel ; as yet therefore we ſide 
with the enemies and deſtroyers of our country ; 
and when the man clothed with linen approaches 
and inſpects us with his bright diſcerning eye, 
inſtead of fixing on our foreheads his bleſſed 
mark of life and protection, he will leave us 
unmarked, becauſe unsanttificed, to the miniſters 
of death and deſtruction. 


But then, on the other hand, if we have 
begun to sgh and to cry for our abominations, 
under a due ſenſe of what they are, and of 
what they lead to; if we have truly repented 
of our ſins before the great and holy Goo, and 
turned unto that manifeſted Savriovus, whoſe 
name is Jesvs-Carisr, for remiſſion, for purifi- 

cation 
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cation, for redemption, and regeneration ; if 
we have thus riſen out of the regions of diſor- 
der, which are the regions of deſtruction, and 
laboured to fix our abode in the higher regions 
of the eternal order, by fulfilling its holy and 

eternal laws; we may then indulge the com- 
fortable truſt, that the ſpirit of true religion, 
which is the ſpirit of Jzsvs Carrsr, dwells in 
us, and is forming us after its own heavenly 
image and likeneſs; and in this caſe, the 
miniſters of death cannot touch, or approach us, 
becauſe the man clothed with linen hath already 
impreſſed on our foreheads his protecting and 
ſaving mark of eternal diſtinction and * x 


tion. 
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To conclude — To every thinking mind it 
muſt be ſufficiently obvious from what hath 
been ſaid, that he is the beſt friend, and moſt 
powerful protector of his country, at the 
preſent awful criſis, who is moſt earneſt and 
diligent to ſecure on his forehead the above 
mysterious mark of divine- approbation and 
defence. - y 
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It by no means follows from this conſidera- { 
tion, nor do I wiſh to infinuate by it, that no 
other mode of exertion is neceſſary. To repel 
an unprincipled and daring enemy, we muſt 
uſe the ſword, and uſe it both with ſkill and 

courage, 
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courage, and therefore it is expedient that our 
commanders be wiſe, and our ſoldiers brave. 
It is expedient alſo, that they, whom Providence 
has bleſſed with wealth, ſhould be liberal in the 
application of it, to ſupport the public exigen- 
cies. But then, whatſoever ſecurity may be 
derived either from the sword, or from the 
purse, either from national courage or from 
national liberality, it ought certainly to be 
remembered, and remembered ſeriouſly, that 
this ſecurity is but in itſelf a subordinate ſecurity, 
and that if ſeparated from the higher, the 
ſtronger bulwark of evangelical penitence and 
piety, it is but as that wall daubed with untempered 
mortar, of which it is written in the prophet, 
Thus saith the LoxD Goo, I will even rend it with 
a stormy wind in my fury; and there shall be an 
overflowing shower in mine anger ; and great hail- 
Stones in my fury to consume it. (Ezech. xiii. 13.) 
So is every means of national defence, when 
ſeparated from the tear of penitence, from the 
Sigh and cry of a contrite ſpirit. 


But ſome will perhaps ſtill contend, and ſay 
that our late successes are ſecurity ſufficient ; that 
our commerce is thereby extended ; the power 
of the enemy crippled ; and our land delivered 
from the alarm of the deſtroying invader. It 
is well; and we cannot be enough thankful to 

a kind 
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a kind Providence 1 thoſe ſucceſſes and for 
their conſequences : But then, it ought ſurely 
to be confidered and aſked, Is it wiſe, or can 
it be ſafe, to truſt to thoſe ſucceſſes more than 
to their causes? And if there be good reafon to 
believe, that our preſent proſperity 'is but the 
effett of former penitence and humiliation ; 
that our extended commerce, and our deliver- 


ance from alarm, are but the reſult of the holy, 


the saving mark which our gh and cries of con- 
trition have heretofore ſtamped on 'our fore- 
heads; then ſarely-it will be both our prudence 
and our ſecurity to attend to theſe causes in 
future; to take good heed I ſay, that the man 
clothed with linen, with the writer's ink-horn by his 
Side, may ſtill find us prepared to receive his 
holy protecting impreſſion. 


Be this then the wiſe, this the ſecure rule of 
our future conduct! Let the mark of the 
heavenly meſſenger be regarded as the firſt 


object of our concern. Let us never paſs a day 


without putting our hands devoutly to our foreheads, 
to feel for this bleſſed mark. Let us conſider it 
as the only ſure teſt whether we have 'any 
religion or not. For without repentance, what 
is religion, but like that treacherous apoſtle of 
old, who at the game instant kifſed and betrayed 
his divine maſter? And without bag and 


crying 
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crying for our abominations,, what is repentance, 
but like that galt which hath last its s@vour, of 
which the Redeemer faith, I is neither fit for the 
Iand, nor yet for the dungbull, but men cast it qu 


Let us believe further, and be fully perſudded; 
that all our future proſperities will depend upon, 
and be regulated by the divine impression we now 


take, or refuſe to take. Are we training to tho 


honourable uſe of arms in our country's defence ? 
Let us never think ourſelves qualified to rank 
under the standard of loyalty to our King, until we 
have firſt ranked under the higher - Standard of 


repentance towards our Cod. Are we engaged in 


the no leſs honourable purſuits of trade and 
commerce? Let us never forget, that unleſs 
we maintain commerce with Heaven by devout 
ſupplication and contrition, and give this the 
uppermoſt place in our affections, even our 
ſucceſſes in every other commerce will but tend 
to our deſtruction. In ſhort, whatſoever we do, 
or purpoſe to do at this important crifis, let us 
be wiſe to keep in view, and to ſecure on our 
foreheads the mark, the bleſſed and ſaving mark 
of the man clothed with linen, from a ſure con- 
. viction that this mark, both in luſtre, in defence, 
in dignity, and in duration, infinitely excels 
ever / other mark of human diſtinction, bleſſed- 

D | neſs, 
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neſs, and preheminence: for when all the: 
wealth and grandeur of this world ſhall be laid 
in the duſt, and periſh; when titles, and 
power; and pleaſure, and whatſoever elſe 
ſtamps its preſent impreſſion on the heart of 


man, ſhall Joſe its enchanting and deluſive 
Influence, then ſhall the matk of the man bed 


with linen be ſeen to brighten in ſplendour and 


in beauty on the foreheads of the righteous ; 


and then too ſhall be felt in their full extent and 
efficicy of conſolation by the penitent and the 
pious, thoſe divine words of Jznovan to the 
miniſters of deſtruction, Come not near any man on 
hom is the mark. AMEN. 
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